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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2011-190
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Jones
Date of Introduction: March 24, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCD
Date of Analysis: March 24, 2011
Type of Action: Petition to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development; direction to distribute copies of the adopted resolution
Bill Summary: The bill petitions the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to withhold issuing any further Section 8 housing vouchers for tenants to live in the Eureka Garden Apartments until such time as the owner and management of the apartment complex take substantial steps to improve the security of the complex.  The bill directs that copies of the adopted resolution be provided to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and to the members of the Northeast Florida Congressional delegation.
Background Information: Eureka Gardens is located on Labelle Street near the intersection of Cassatt Avenue and Plymouth Street on the Westside.  The complex has been the scene of a dozen murders in the past 5 years and is the location for thousands of calls for police response every year.  Some improvements have been made in recent years but the violence and drug dealing continue at unacceptable levels.  This resolution is intended to provide leverage to encourage the owner and manager of the complex to implement new safety measures, particularly by controlling access to the complex to non-residents, who appear to be the source of many of the crime problems.
Policy Impact Area: Affordable housing safety
Fiscal Impact: Safety improvements at the apartment complex would reduce calls for police services and costs to the Sheriff’s Office.
Analyst: Clements
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